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What is IFLA?

The International Federation of Library Associations 

and Institutions (IFLA) is the leading international 

body representing the interests of library and 

information services and their users. 

It is the global voice of the library and information profession.



Who is IFLA?

members 

(institutions, 

associations, 

individuals, 

others)

1,293

countries professional units 

(44 sections and 

16 special 

interest groups)

137 60

experts constitute 

IFLA’s 

committees  

contributing to its 

work and impact

+1,200



IFLA Aims

• Promote high standards of provision and 
delivery of library and information services 

• Encourage widespread understanding of 
the value of good library & information 
services 

• Represent the interests of our members 
throughout the world





#iflaGlobalVision

The challenges facing the library field 

from ever-increasing globalisation can 

only be met and overcome by an 

inclusive, global response from a united 

library field



• 190 UN Member States on 7 continents

• 469,152 years of library experience

• 9,291 workshop participants

• 185 workshops

• 21,772 online votes

• ALL generations and library types









Global Vision
Report Summary
Top 10 Highlights and Opportunities

https://www.ifla.org/node/11905



#iflaGlobalVision

A strong and united library field 

powering literate, informed and participative societies

Our Vision, Our Future!



Global Vision Report Summary

Key Finding

We are united globally in our goals 

and values

We must connect global and local 

actions effectively



1. Highlight

We are dedicated to equal and free 

access to information and knowledge

We must be champions of 

intellectual freedom

- Opportunity

Global Vision Report Summary



2. Highlight

We remain deeply committed to 

supporting literacy, learning and reading

We must update our traditional roles 

in the digital age

- Opportunity
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3. Highlight

We are focused on serving our 

communities

We need to understand community needs 

better and design services for impact

- Opportunity
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4. Highlight

We embrace digital innovation

We must keep up with ongoing 

technological changes

- Opportunity
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5. Highlight

We have leaders who see the need for 

strong advocacy

We need more and better advocates 

at all levels

- Opportunity
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6. Highlight

We see funding as one of our 

biggest challenges

We need to ensure stakeholders 

understand our value and impact

- Opportunity
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7. Highlight

We see the need to build collaboration 

and partnerships

We need to develop a spirit of 

collaboration

- Opportunity
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8. Highlight

We want to be less bureaucratic, 

inflexible and resistant to change

We need to challenge current structures 

and behaviours

- Opportunity
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9. Highlight

We are the guardians of the memory 

of the world

We need to maximise access to the 

world’s documentary heritage

- Opportunity
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10. Highlight

Our young professionals are deeply 

committed and eager to lead

We must give young professionals effective 

opportunities to learn, develop and lead

- Opportunity

Global Vision Report Summary



https://www.theguardian.com/books/gallery/2018/sep/06/neil-gaiman-
and-chris-riddell-on-why-we-need-libraries-an-essay-in-pictures



International Advocacy Program

Capacity-building program designed to 
promote and support the role libraries 
can play in the implementation of the 
United Nations 2030 Agenda and the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)



IFLA and the United Nations

▪ Participation in developing the UN 2030 Agenda

▪ Since 2012, advocating for the following to be included in the  
Agenda:
▪ Ensuring access to information

▪ Safeguarding of cultural heritage

▪ Universal literacy

▪ Access to information and communication technologies (ICT)

▪ Lyon Declaration 2014
▪ called upon United Nations Member States to incorporate access to 

information in the new post-2015 development framework

10/11/2018 UNITED NATIONS 2030 AGENDA 26



UNITED NATIONS 2030 AGENDA

In September 2015 the 193 Member States of the United Nations 
adopted Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development

17 Sustainable Development Goals

The Global Goals represent a “universal, transformative and integrated 
agenda that heralds a historic turning point for our world.”

United Nations Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon





Vision of the UN 2030 Agenda

In these Goals and targets, we are setting out a supremely 
ambitious and transformational vision. We envisage a world 
free of poverty, hunger, disease and want, where all life can 
thrive. We envisage a world free of fear and violence. A world 
with universal literacy. A world with equitable and universal 
access to quality education at all levels, to health care and 
social protection, where physical, mental and social well-being 
are assured…



UNIVERSAL LITERACY

• Universal literacy is recognised in the vision for the UN 2030 Agenda

"We envision…a world with universal literacy." 

The literacy rate varies throughout the world with developed 
nations having a rate of 99.2% (2013)

• Oceania - 71.3%

• women represent almost two-thirds of all illiterate adults globally

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_literacy_rate

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_literacy_rate


Access to information

Target 16.10: Ensure public access to information and protect 
fundamental freedoms, in accordance with national legislation and 
international agreements.

“...in sustainable development, everyone is a user and provider of 
information considered in the broad sense. 

That includes data, information, experience and knowledge. 

The need for information arises at all levels, from that of senior 
decision-maker at the national and international levels to the grass-
roots and individual levels.”
• https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/information-integrated-decision-making-and-participation



Digital divide

• Goal 9, Target C: Significantly increase access to information and 
communications technology and strive to provide universal and 
affordable access to the Internet in least developed countries by 2020.

• Quality infrastructure is positively related to the achievement of 
social, economic and political goals

• Inadequate infrastructure leads to a lack of access to markets, jobs, 
information and training, creating a major barrier to doing business

• Undeveloped infrastructures limits access to health care and 
education

• http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/infrastructure-industrialization/



Cultural heritage

• Goal 11, Target 4: Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the 
world’s cultural and natural heritage.



Role of Libraries in the UN 2030 Agenda

• Libraries make an important contribution to development

• Library staff advocate to ensure that national and regional policy 
makers understand that libraries and access to information must 
be included as part of national and regional development plans

• Libraries must now show that they can drive progress across the 
entire 2030 Agenda

• While the SDGs are universal goals, each country will be 
responsible for developing and implementing national strategies 
to achieve them, and will be expected to track and report its 
own progress toward each target 

(IFLA Toolkit, p. 11)  
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How we, librarians can contribute

• Make the Goals known, make them famous – Share! 

• Share information about the SDGs in our libraries

• Learn about what the people want from the Goals

• 65% of targets need to be achieved locally

10/11/2018 United Nations 2030 Agenda 35



10/11/2018 Stories That Matter South Pacific Libraries Summit 2018 36

https://librarymap.ifla.org



https://www.alia.org.au/sites/default/files/Sustainable%20Development%20Goals%20report_screen.pdf









Thank you!

Christine.Mackenzie.au@gmail.com


